South Patagonia, Route of the Parks of Patagonia

PUMAS & WILDLIFE AT THE END OF THE WORLD
Duration: 5 days / 4 nights

Interest: Wildlife & Birding
South Patagonia is the last frontier of the American continent. This pristine and unspoiled region is the land of wind,
wilderness and stunning landscapes. During this complete and comprehensive naturalist and wildlife focus journey we
will have the chance to explore an impressive array of ecosystems: from the Magellan Straight waters, condor's cliffs, the
vastness of the Patagonian steppe, wetlands, Sub-Antarctic forests and breath-taking mountains and rock formations.
The focus of this trip will be the Puma, the largest mammal of the Andes. We will concentrate our efforts in its search
while we also look for other mammals and birds that inhabit this remote location, surviving in one of the most extremes
landscapes on earth. Be ready for an epic journey and a truly remarkable experience of connection with nature.

Start: Punta Arenas or Puerto Natales

Activities

Wildlife
National Parks

Wetlands

Ecosystems & Landscapes

Patagonic Steppe
Sub-Antarctic forests

Wildlife

Puma
Guanaco

Itinerary:

Day 1: PUNTA ARENAS AND THE STRAIGHT OF MAGELLAN
After landing in the picturesque and historical port of Punta Arenas at the shore of the legendary Straight of Magellan we will start driving
toward the north-east of this vaste region to reach the south of Torres del Paine Park. Our base for the next days will be the village of Cerro
Castillo, strategically located at the gate of the Pumas territory. After a briefing of the next days activities we will enjoy a typica Patagonian lamb
barbecue. Breakfast, Box Lunch and dinner included. Overnight in Puerto Natales or Cerro Castillo.

Day 2: PUMAS AND WILDLIFE AT TORRES DEL PAINE PARK
We will leave the lodge in the dark in order to be among the first visitors to get into the Park Torres del Paine and take advantage of the first
hours of light when Pumas are more active. Our Puma tracker-guide will be in charge to lead us to different spots where Pumas usually hunt.
We will spend the whole day in the field hopefully having as a reward the first Puma encounters. Breakfast, Box Lunch and dinner included.
Overnight in Puerto Natales or Cerro Castillo. * Naturalist Guide + Puma Tracker included.

Day 3: PUMAS AND WILDLIFE AT TORRES DEL PAINE PARK
Early morning quest for Pumas in Torres del Paine National Park and Laguna Amarga area. We will scan different hotspots for Pumas and their
hunting territory in the section known as Laguna Amarga. With a little bit of luck we will have some great possibilities to photograph Pumas and
their interaction with their favorite prey, the Patagonian camel knows as Guanaco. Our exhaustive observation of the steppe will also give us

chances to find mammals as the Grey Fox, the Patagonian Hog-nosed Skunk and the Patagonian Armadillo. Breakfast, Box Lunch and dinner
included. Overnight at Puerto Natales or Cerro Castillo. * Naturalist Guide + Puma Tracker.

Day 4: PUMAS AND WILDLIFE AT TORRES DEL PAINE PARK
Our last day at the Torres del Paine area will be dedicated to the search through canyons and shore of wetlands near the entrance of Lago
Sarmiento and Laguna Amarga at the edge of the park. We will have the last chances to spot Pumas near the park. During the night we will
have a nocturnal exploration to see if we can find Pumas in action during the dark hours plus the search of nocturnal raptors as the Austral
Pigmy-Owl, Barn Owl (Southern race) and Magellanic Horned Owl. Breakfast, Box Lunch and dinner. included. Overnight at Cerro Castillo or
Hotel Torres. * Naturalist Guide + Puma Tracker.

Day 5: CONDOR CLIFFS AND RETURN TO PUNTA ARENAS
Early departure to leave the area of Torres del Paine and start the return to Punta Arenas. Along the road we will stop by a spectacular Andean
condor's hotspot. The largest terresrial flying bird of the world use the mountain area around Rio Verde as a rooster spot. From the peak of
cliffs hundred of Condors, among adults and juveniles, take advantage of the termal currents to take off and explore the surrounding looking
for carcasses. The view from the edge of the cayon is quite amazing . After the time in the field we will have lunch at the local estancia and
share a great moment with local farmers that transform this sheep ranch in a real wildlife hotspot, collaborating also in different research focus
on the study about the life of these birds at these extreme latitude. End of the adventure in Punta Arenas. Breakfast and lunch included.

Included
Meals

Equipment

Transportation

Professional bilingual guide

Accommodation

Entrance fees

Packaging list

Important
What is included: Lodging: 4 nights at carefully selected lodges and hotels Meals as indicated in itinerary. Transportation: Private
ground transportation, Professional Driver with license A2, modern vehicles, window seat guranteed All protected areas and
attractions entrance fees. Equipment provided: Extra set of binoculars available upon request, naturalist literature available for
consulting during the trip. Equipment required: Sun-hat and sunscreen, comfortable shoes, waterproof gear. Bottles for water. Not
included: Tips, insurances and any other item not specified in this file. Guide: Professional Bilingual Naturalist guide with International
WFR and local puma track for day 2,3,4 Minimum of passengers: Min 2. Ratio guide- pax 1/8

Additional information
Sustainability 0% Plastic emissions, Carbon Print compensation, Water to refill reusable bottles, small groups for low impact, 100% of
the waste produced recycled, Conservation/Educational Programs supported through your booking.
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